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Welcome from the Chair
2020 will, of course, be remembered by posterity for the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. For many, the experience of lockdown has 
brought a new awareness of the importance of contact with 
nature and green space for their own health and wellbeing and 
that of their local communities. However, COVID-19 has also 
exposed deeply entrenched inequalities in our society, including 
significant differences in access to nature and green spaces  - be 
it gardens, urban parks or countryside  - that we need to main-
tain health and wellbeing. Investment in these green spaces is a 
cost-effective way of improving people’s health and wellbeing, 
addressing inequality, and generating significant economic bene-
fits at local level. 

But 2020 has also been a landmark year for the natural envi-
ronment in the West of England and beyond. The scale of the 

challenge to restore nature has been recognised through three local authorities in the West of England 
declaring an ecological emergency, and the publication of the West of England Joint Green Infrastructure 
Strategy (JGIS) puts the natural environment at the heart of spatial planning in the region  - as recognised 
in the development of the West of England Spatial Development Strategy. National policy is also beginning 
to recognise the importance of investing in the natural environment, with the recent Agriculture Act and 
the upcoming Environment Bill putting this on a legislative footing. 

Following the publication of a vision for a West of England Nature Recovery Network in 2019, we have 
turned our focus to facilitating investment in and delivery of projects that will restore nature. Our Nature 
Recovery Network Prospectus sets out strategic projects and programmes in the region that will be key to 
delivering nature’s recovery, and we will use this Prospectus to inform investment in our natural environ-
ment. We have been striving to engage a wide range of partners in delivering nature’s recovery, including 
stepping up our engagement with the agricultural sector, which has a key role to play in restoring nature.
 
Trees and woodland will play a crucial role in both restoring nature and responding to the climate emer-
gency, and there are ambitious regional and national targets to increase tree cover. We have been working 
in partnership this year to coordinate a Tree and Woodland Strategy for the West of England, which will 
ensure that tree cover is increased in a way that maximises benefits to people and nature. We look for-
ward to publishing the Strategy early next year and working with partners to deliver its aims.
 
The following pages further detail some of the work we have done over the past year to deliver our vision 
of a thriving and well-connected natural environment in the West of England that underpins a healthy and 
resilient society and economy. I would like to extend thanks to our partners and the many organisations 
we work with in the West of England and beyond, without whom this work would not be possible. The 
partnership working that was and is involved in producing the JGIS and the Tree and Woodland Strategy 
serve to underline this region’s commitment to working together to improve our natural environment.

Lastly, to keep abreast of our efforts to restore the natural environment in the West of England, I would 
encourage you to sign up to our mailing list to receive our regular updates.

Professor Selena Gray
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https://www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/west-of-england-joint-green-infrastructure-strategy/
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About the Partnership

The West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) is a cross-sector partnership working to restore the natu-
ral environment in the West of England through embedding the value of nature in decision making across 
spatial planning, public health and economic development.

Established in 2012, WENP is the designated Local Nature Partnership (LNP) for the West of England (Bris-
tol City, South Gloucestershire, North Somerset, and Bath & North East Somerset). LNPs are a key commit-
ment from the 2011 Government White Paper, The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature, which 
recognised the need for a more joined-up approach to reverse the loss of biodiversity and degradation of 
ecosystems – which we all rely on – and to secure nature’s return to health. LNPs are prescribed bodies in 
the Localism Act 2011 and should be consulted on strategic planning under the Duty to Cooperate.

WENP is hosted by Avon Wildlife Trust and funded by North Somerset Council, Bristol City Council, South 
Gloucestershire Council, Bath & North East Somerset Council, Wessex Water and Bristol Water. WENP is 
governed by a Board and supported by key stakeholders across the West of England.

Visit wenp.org.uk for more information about the Partnership and our governance.
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What we do
Our vision is of a thriving and well-connected natural environment in the West of England that under-
pins a healthy and resilient society and economy. Through our work, we strive to put nature at the heart 
of our systems, working closely with our regional and national partners to influence a step-change in how 
we understand and value the natural environment.

We aim to put the natural environment at the heart of 
the following systems: spatial planning, public health and 
economic development. Drawing on the knowledge and 
experience across our partners and wider stakeholders, 
WENP convenes working groups to collaboratively work 
on specific opportunities and challenges – from creat-
ing evidence, setting priorities, driving investment and 
developing mechanisms, to supporting delivery.

To find out more about our current activities, our Work 
Programme can be found on our website. 

We work to achieve our vision in the West of England through:

Restoring nature
Identify and prioritise the needs for the restoration of the natural environment in the West of 
England, strengthening and securing nature at the landscape scale.

Spatial planning
Through high level engagement with decision makers and strategic planners, ensure our out-
standing natural environment is at the heart of regional planning decisions and recognised as a 
key asset of the region.

Health and wellbeing
Facilitate greater awareness of the benefits that the natural environment provides for our 
health and wellbeing at all levels of society.

Economic development
Secure investment to drive positive outcomes for the restoration of the natural environment, 
recognising that nature underpins our economy and societal wellbeing.

Working together
Facilitate the restoration of the natural environment through effective multi-sector working. 
Actively promote and communicate the value of the natural environment to all stakeholders.
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Nature Recovery
Building on the Lawton Principles of the need to take a ‘bigger, better, more, and joined up’ approach to 
conservation, the Government has committed in its 25 Year Environment Plan to ‘develop a Nature Re-
covery Network to protect and restore wildlife, and provide opportunities to re-introduce species that we 
have lost from our countryside’ (p.56). The vision of a Nature Recovery Network is fundamental to provid-
ing nature the space it needs to recover and thrive, while supporting our society, economy and wellbeing 
through recreation, active travel, carbon capture, improved water quality and flood management.

Prompted by this commitment, in 2019 WENP developed a vision for a Nature Recovery Network (NRN) in 
the West of England: a joined up network of marine and terrestrial habitats where nature and people 
can thrive. To view our interactive map, visit http://www.wenp.org.uk/nature-recovery-network/ and click 
‘View Maps Online’. For more information on how we created this map, our Methodology document can 
be found at the same link.

We are now focusing on facilitating the delivery of the vision for a NRN through our partners. Some of the 
most important actions and pieces of work are outlined below, but we continue to work with a wide range 
of partners and stakeholders. This includes raising awareness of the NRN and discussing how organisations 
can integrate the NRN in their work, whether that be through integration into policy, changes in land man-
agement, targeted habitat creation, funding, or communication. We are also working with the two Areas 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) in the West of England  - the Cotswolds AONB and the Mendip Hills 
AONB  - on their AONB Nature Recovery Plans, ensuring join-up with the NRN and other work in the West 
of England. 

If you would like to discuss how you can contribute to creating a Nature Recovery Network for the West of 
England, please get in touch by emailing info@wenp.org.uk. 
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Joint Green Infrastructure Strategy
The West of England Joint Green Infrastructure Strategy (JGIS) was published earlier this year and will be 
crucial in facilitating the delivery of high-quality, multifunctional green infrastructure (GI) within the West 
of England, sitting alongside and helping facilitate the delivery of other regional and local plans and strat-
egies. The Strategy has been produced by the West of England Combined Authority (WECA) and the four 
Local Authorities within the region, in partnership with WENP, Bristol Avon Catchment Partnership, the 
Environment Agency and Natural England. 

The overall aim of the West of England JGIS programme is to secure investment in GI planning and provi-
sion, similar to that of other infrastructure, and it will be a key mechanism through which nature recov-
ery can be delivered in the West of England. 

The JGIS introduces eight ‘GI Outcomes’ to identify how GI can be designed and implemented to deliver 
multiple benefits. One of the eight outcomes is ‘improved and better-connected ecological networks’, 
which includes achieving the ambitions of the West of England NRN. It is also recognised that the ambi-
tions of the NRN will deliver across many of the eight GI outcomes. 

The JGIS includes an Action Plan, which sets out priority activities to achieve the eight GI outcomes. 
One of the Activities within the JGIS Action Plan is for the ‘West of England Nature Recovery Network… to 
be used by WECA and the four UAs to assess, identify and prioritise opportunities for ecological enhance-
ment through their local plans and strategies, including any Local Nature Recovery Strategies (Environment 
Bill) and delivery of biodiversity net gain’. There are also actions to investigate and define the role of Local 
Nature Recovery Strategies in GI delivery, to investigate funding mechanisms for the natural environment, 
and to develop a West of England Tree and Woodland Strategy (see below).

Investible Prospectus of Nature Recovery Projects
There is increasing interest in financing ‘nature-based solutions’ that will deliver multiple ecosystem 
services, such as flood management, improving water quality, carbon capture or wellbeing benefits, while 
also contributing to nature’s recovery. This investment may come from public funding, including through 
agricultural subsidies, the planning system and central government funds, or from private sources. 

Leveraging investment into nature-based solutions will be facilitated by having a pipeline of programmes 
and projects into which investment can be made, so that we are able to proactively respond to funding 
streams and facilitate investment that meets the region’s strategic priorities.

Therefore, WENP has produced a Prospectus of investible projects and programmes for the West of 
England Nature Recovery Network. The Prospectus is informed by existing and planned projects/pro-
grammes across the West of England, and by the strategic network and connectivity gaps identified in the 
NRN mapping. It includes programmes and projects that are already in progress, that are ‘shovel-ready’, 
that are developing, and that are conceptual but would make an important contribution to the NRN. 

The next step is to facilitate projects within the Prospectus becoming ‘shovel-ready’ (if they are not so 
already) and then helping to fund them to deliver results on the ground. The partnership approach em-
bodied by WENP will be key in this process. We are also coordinating the use of the Prospectus with the 
pipeline of Strategic GI Projects led by WECA, as well as the projects contained in the Bristol Avon Catch-
ment Partnership’s Action Plan. 
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West of England Tree and Woodland Strategy
As the severity of the climate and ecological emergencies are recognised, and the Covid-19 pandemic 
underlines the importance of the natural environment to our health and wellbeing, there is increasing 
demand for new trees and woodlands in our region, backed by an ambitious regional target to double the 
West of England’s semi-natural tree and woodland cover by the middle of this century. However, to max-
imise the benefits that trees and woodlands can provide, including their crucial role in nature’s recovery, 
we need to ensure that we plant the rights tree in the right places and care for them properly, as well as 
enabling natural regeneration of woodland and creation of other wooded habitats such as wood pasture.

One of the actions in the JGIS (see above) was the creation of a Tree and Woodland Strategy for the West 
of England. WENP has led on the coordination of this Strategy, with support from a dedicated Tree and 
Woodland Strategy Group and a commission for the Forest of Avon Trust to provide content. The Strategy 
also serves as the updated Plan for the Forest of Avon  - one of the ten Community Forests across England. 

The Strategy will guide collective action across the region to deliver an agreed vision of better managed 
and connected trees and woodland making a vital contribution to a thriving natural environment, 
society and economy in the West of England. It will include a suggested five-year action plan to deliver 
the vision; define strategic areas for woodland creation; outline our existing evidence base; provide a set 
of principles that can be used to guide tree planting, woodland creation and the management of new and 
existing woodland across the region; and set out priorities for trees and woodland for each of the Green 
Infrastructure Areas in the West of England.

We are working to finalise and approve the Strategy in the coming months, and plan for it to be published 
in 2021  - watch this space!

Engaging Agriculture
Just under 70% of land in England is in agricultural production and, therefore, the contribution of agricul-
ture will be vital in building a Nature Recovery Network, both within the West of England and across the 
country.  

Following the UK’s exit from the European Union, the Agriculture Act 2020 sets out the legislative frame-
work for replacing the agricultural support schemes under the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy. A key 
element of post-Brexit agricultural policy will be a move away from direct payments and towards the con-
cept of ‘public money for public goods’, whereby financial support for agriculture will be directed towards 
activities that deliver public benefits such as improved environmental outcomes. The Environmental Land 
Management (ELM) Scheme will be the tool used to deliver this funding.  

Given this new policy context and the crucial role of agriculture in delivering nature’s recovery, it is imper-
ative that we engage with agriculture to understand how the sector can help to deliver the West of Eng-
land’s regional priorities for the natural environment. 

Therefore, WENP and the Bristol Avon Catchment Partnership have together set up a West of England 
Agriculture Working Group, bringing together representatives from the agricultural sector, environmental 
NGOs, Natural England, farming advisory groups, landowners and interested private organisations to dis-
cuss how agriculture can contribute to our shared regional priorities. The work of this Group will include 
identifying regional priorities for funding based on the NRN and other evidence; examining how to inte-
grate the NRN and these regional priorities within ELM Scheme within the West of England; and improving 
our communication with farmers and landowners.
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Nature and Health
Mainstreaming nature-based health services
The WENP Nature and Health Strategy Group is working towards a goal of mainstreaming nature and 
health through identified strategic actions that facilitate the integration of nature-based health services in 
our public health systems. We continue to work with partners in the region to achieve our Plan for Nature 
and Health in the West of England, and have this year broadened our engagement through increasing the 
reach of the Nature and Health Strategy Group and strengthening connections with organisations such as 
Bristol Health Partners.

We also hosted a Nature and Health Webinar in June this year, which was dedicated to sharing the work 
on nature and health over the last two years in the West of England and more widely across the South 
West, and to discussing how we can work together to make improvements in people’s health and wellbe-
ing become an intrinsic part of the recovery of the natural environment. More information and a recording 
of the webinar can be found at https://www.wenp.org.uk/2020/nature-and-health-webinar/. 

Nature and Health Practitioner Network
Last year, WENP helped establish a Nature and Health Practitioners Network in the West of England, to 
provide a space for practitioners to connect, collaborate and share learning, and to contribute towards the 
aim of mainstreaming nature and health in the West of England. The Network has built on its initial mo-
mentum to produce an agreed set of professional standards and quality assurance for practitioners, which 
aims to provide commissioners with confidence in the quality and consistency of nature and health offers 
in the region. 

This year, the Network has created a dedicated website, which provides an online space for practitioners 
to access relevant resources and to collaborate, and also includes a public-facing section outlining evi-
dence, professional standards, quality assurance, case studies and other resources. The site can be ac-
cessed at https://www.natureandhealthpractitioners.com. The Network has now set itself up as a Commu-
nity Interest Company, consolidating its status and moving towards a more sustainable self-funding model.

Green Prescribing Fund
Earlier this year, the Government announced a £4.27 million Green Prescribing Fund to ‘improve mental 
health and wellbeing in communities hardest hit by coronavirus’.

The project will examine how to scale-up green social prescribing services in England to help improve 
mental health outcomes, reduce health inequalities and alleviate demand on the health and social care 
system. This will be done through the development of four local ‘test and learn’ pilots across the country, 
which will establish what is required to scale up green social prescribing at a local level and take steps to 
increase patient referrals to nature-based activities.
 
A successful submission of an expression of interest (EOI) was made by the Sustainability Transformation 
Partnership (STP) for Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire to form one of the four ‘test 
and learn pilots’, with support from WENP. A more detailed application was submitted on 27 November; 
a successful application would accelerate the mainstreaming of nature and health in the West of England. 
However, the process to develop a bid has already strengthened partnerships between the environment 
and health sectors, with a resulting commitment to strengthen the nature and health offer in the region. 
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Beyond the West of England
Many of the challenges (and opportunities) that we face locally are shared across the country. This year, 
WENP has led the reestablishment of regular meetings of the South West Local Nature Partnerships 
network, enabling LNPs across the South West to better work together and share experience across the 
region, as well as providing a collective voice to engage on country-wide issues. We also engage nationally 
through the Defra-supported network of LNPs.

The Environment Bill is expected to pass through Parliament early next year, and will introduce measures 
to address a wide range of environmental issues, including those related to nature and green spaces. Of 
particular relevance to LNPs will be measures to introduce mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain; a provision 
for the development of Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRSs); and an extension of the duty on public 
authorities to cover the enhancement, as well as the conservation, of biodiversity. The recent passage 
of the Agriculture Act 2020 also embeds a commitment to using public money to deliver environmental 
goods through agriculture, including landscape-scale projects for nature recovery. 

It continues to be crucial to collaborate with LNPs and other organisations across the South West and na-
tionally so that we can coordinate an effective, nation-wide response to the climate and ecological emer-
gencies and achieve the stated ambitions of the Environment Bill.

WENP 2020 Conference
Although we were not able to meet in person this year, in September over one hundred people attended 
the WENP 2020 Conference: Accelerating nature’s recovery in the West of England, which was held 
online with support from the Natural History Consortium.  

Attendees received an inspiring keynote speech from Benedict Macdonald, author of the award-winning 
book Rebirding: Restoring Britain’s Wildlife, heard about projects delivering nature’s recovery in the West 
of England, partook in interactive sessions on engaging people in nature’s recovery, and listened to a panel 
of regional experts discussing a vision for nature’s recovery in the West of England. A recording of the Con-
ference can be viewed here. We look forward to (hopefully) seeing you in person in 2021!

New faces and goodbyes
We were delighted to welcome Bristol Water and the NFU to the WENP Board this year. Bristol Water 
supply drinking water to 1.2 million customers in the region, and their work on catchment management 
will make a vital contribution to the Nature Recovery Network, both on land and in water. We are also very 
grateful for Bristol Water’s financial contribution to WENP this year. The National Farmers’ Union (NFU) 
brings the voice of agriculture to the WENP Board, recognising the crucial role the sector will have in deliv-
ering nature’s recovery (see page 7).

We also said goodbye to Andy Hicklin (Environment Agency) and Russell Ashfield (National Trust), who left 
their respective organisations and, therefore, the WENP Board. We are grateful for their valuable contribu-
tions to WENP and wish them the best of luck in the future. Both organisations will continue to be repre-
sented on the WENP Board. 

Working Together
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Initiatives across the Partnership
We can only realise our vision of a thriving and well-connected natural environment through the ongoing 
support of partners, who are translating strategy into action on the ground. Below we highlight a few of 
the excellent partnership initiatives in the West of England that have come to life this year.

Bristol One City Ecological Emergency Strategy

Following the declaration of an ecological emergency in February, the Bristol One City approach has pub-
lished a One City Ecological Emergency Strategy for an ecologically resilient, wildlife-rich Bristol in which 
30% of land is managed for nature by 2030. The Strategy sets out key strategic goals for the city related to 
‘space for nature’, ‘pesticides’, ‘pollution’ and ‘our wider footprint’. 

Work is now ongoing to ascertain how partners across the city can take action to deliver the aims of the 
Strategy, as well as further developing the city’s evidence base by mapping an urban ecological network 
and creating a ‘Bristol Wildlife Index’. 

Bristol Avon Catchment Market

Building on the Broadway Initiative’s proposal for accelerating private investment in nature-based solu-
tions, Wessex Water, Avon Wildlife Trust and Wiltshire Wildlife Trust are working in partnership to develop 
a ‘catchment market’ for the Bristol Avon catchment. 

A catchment market provides a mechanism to bring together buyers of environmental services together 
with sellers of nature-based solutions in a way that delivers better, multifunctional and more cost-effective 
outcomes for the environment. The aim is to accelerate green recovery in the catchment by kickstarting a 
market for landscape-scale, nature-based solutions. A substantial ‘cornerstone’ investment is required to 
kickstart the market, with options for such an investment currently being explored. 

North Somerset Levels and Moors 

The North Somerset Levels and Moors (NSLM) is an extensive area (7950 ha) of coastal and floodplain 
grazing marsh adjacent to the Severn Estuary, between the Mendip Hills in the south and Bristol to the 
North, containing almost 4% of this nationally rare habitat. 

The Avon Wildlife Trust are leading a partnership that aims to restore the biodiversity of the area and 
improve the water quality of the network of ditches (or rhynes) that are an important feature of this 
landscape. A vision for the region will shortly be published, faciliating further work to achieve these goals. 
More information can be found here. 

Somer Valley Rediscovered 

Somer Valley Rediscovered is a strategic green infrastructure project led by Bath & North East Somerset 
(B&NES) Council, Wessex Water, B&NES Public Health and Natural England. The Somer Valley area includes 
Radstock, Midsomer Norton and Westfield, and the large villages of Paulton and Peasedown St John. 

The project aims to improve biodiversity in the area and, through increasing people’s connections to na-
ture, improve health and wellbeing, with a Project Manager appointed to develop a programme of pro-
jects to meet these aims. As part of the project, Wessex Water are piloting a social prescribing project with 
the aim of reducing levels of pharmaceuticals in water courses, which negatively impact in-river ecology. 
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With thanks
We are only able to do this work with the support of our partners. 

Our Board

Some of our wider partners
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