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Nature is collapsing at an alarming and unprecedented rate. Globally we have lost 60% of 
wild vertebrates and up to 76% of insects since 1970. And in the West of England, numbers 
of once common songbirds like swifts and starlings have dropped by more than 96%.

A functioning and resilient natural environment is vital to our society, economy, 
and wellbeing, and will also be crucial to mitigating the effects of climate change. 
Unfortunately, the impact of climate change will place further pressure on our natural 
environment at the time we need it the most. 

Fortunately, we know what we have to do to address the ecological emergency: protect 
our existing wildlife hotspots, create bigger and better habitats at scale, and manage other 
land sympathetically for wildlife. We also know that doing this will help us to tackle climate 
change, improve people’s wellbeing, and contribute towards the economy. But to achieve 
it, we need organisations across the region to work in partnership towards an agreed vision 
for nature. 

The West of England Nature Partnership (WENP) is the designated Local Nature Partnership 
(LNP) for the West of England, bringing together local  and regional government, 
environmental charities, water companies, regulators, and many other organisations. 
Working as a partnership has already enabled us to produce one of the country’s first 
visions for a Nature Recovery Network; produce an ambitious Tree and Woodland Strategy; 
and leverage in millions of pounds of investment in the natural environment. 

However, we now need to accelerate action to deliver projects of the scale and ambition 
necessary to deliver nature’s recovery and meet ambitious regional ambitions, such as 
doubling tree and woodland cover by 2050. This Strategy sets out how we will work as a 
partnership in the next 10 years to do just that. 
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Our Vision and Mission

Our Vision is of a thriving and well-connected natural 
environment in the West of England that underpins a 
healthy and resilient society and economy 

Our Mission is to deliver more for nature’s recovery in the 
West of England by working in partnership on the natural 
environment

Our Way of Working: WENP will coordinate the approach to the natural 
environment in the West of England through partnership working, led by the 
WENP Board. WENP will also maintain collective oversight of what is needed 
to deliver the Nature Recovery Network in the West of England, catalysing 
partnership activity to achieve it.



Priorities

Impact Priority

Facilitate investment in and delivery of projects that deliver 
the West of England Nature Recovery Network, with a focus 
on large and impactful projects

Enabling Priorities

Encourage and support organisations across the West of 
England to invest in and deliver the West of England Nature 
Recovery Network

Interpret data and evidence related to the natural 
environment to inform strategic prioritisation of funding and 
resources at the West of England level

Embed the Nature Recovery Network and the value of 
the natural environment into regional and local strategies, 
policies and planning
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By 2030 we want to:

Ambitions for Nature’s Recovery

Increase the abundance of wildlife 
from 2020 levels by 30%

By 2050 we want to:
Double the abundance of wildlife 
from 2020 levels

In addition to woodland, create 
2000 hectares of wildlife-rich habitat  
outside the protected site network

Ensure all water catchments are in 
at least moderate ecological status, 
with half in good ecological status

In addition to woodland, create 
6000 hectares of wildlife-rich habitat 
outside the protected site network 

Increase our semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland cover by 
2500ha (from 8,000 to 10,500 ha)

Ensure 70% of designated sites are 
in favourable condition 

Close at least 40% of the NRN 
connectivity gaps through the 
creation of new habitat

Double our semi-natural 
broadleaved woodland cover (from 
6% to 12%, or 8,000 to 16,000 ha)

Close all the NRN connectivity gaps 
through the creation of new habitat

Ensure all designated sites are in 
favourable condition

Ensure all water catchments are in 
good ecological status

These ambitions are focused specifically on nature’s recovery, and the outcomes that will be 
necessary to achieve this. They have been chosen to reflect our impact priority to ‘Facilitate 
investment in and delivery of projects that deliver the West of England Nature Recovery 
Network, with a focus on large and impactful projects’. 

However, achieving these ambitions will make a crucial contribution in the fight against 
climate change, both through sequestering carbon and increasing our resilience to its 
impacts. They will also deliver a suite of other benefits, such as increasing people’s access to 
nature, reducing flood risk, improving water quality, and boosting the region’s economy. 

For more information and context on these ambitions, visit: www.wenp.org.uk/strategy 

http://www.wenp.org.uk/strategy
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