
Limestone Link Vision



The Limestone Link captures the ambition of improving the connectivity of the 
landscape between the Mendip Hills AONB and the Cotswolds National Landscape, 
enabling wildlife to move more easily between these two protected areas and adapt 
to climate change, as well as improving access to the natural environment for local 
communities. This is informed by the UK-wide focus on building a national Nature Recovery 
Network, and the Lawton Principles of Bigger, Better, More and Connected habitat; as well 
as by mapping of a West of England Nature Recovery Network (NRN).

The core area of Limestone Link is based around the Limestone Link footpath, with this 
concept focused on the part of the footpath between Shipham in the West and the River 
Avon and Bathscape in the East, as shown in the map below. We are not drawing hard 
boundaries to define the area covered by Limestone Link – we want to include any activity 
that contributes to connecting landscapes in this area.

Limestone Link is part of Big Chalk, a wider ambition to connect calcareous (chalk and 
limestone) landscapes across the whole of Southern England, from the South Coast to 
the Midlands. Big Chalk aims to realise one of the best opportunities to achieve nature 
recovery and help wildlife adapt to climate change offered by the English landscape. 
Limestone Link is also included as a strategic area in the West of England NRN Prospectus.

As well as enabling wildlife to flourish, the Limestone Link can provide huge benefits for 
local communities through recreational opportunities, enhancing the local environment, 
and improving crucial water habitats in a catchment with poor and declining water quality.

What is the Limestone Link?



Our Vision for the Limestone Link

Our vision for the Limestone Link is to create a nature-rich landscape 
linking the limestone hills of the Mendip Hills AONB with the 
Cotswolds Scarp surrounding Bath. 

This landscape will enable wildlife to flourish and adapt to climate 
change by moving northwards to a new climate space, improve 
people’s access to and engagement with nature, and address the poor 
quality of river catchments in the region.

Limestone Link is a partnership collaboration, capturing a number of 
ongoing and proposed projects in the areas that will contribute towards 
this overarching vision. Collaboration between partners, landholders 
and farmers in the area, and local communities will be key to its 
success. 

Our Aims
• Create, enhance, protect and connect habitats in the area, enabling 

wildlife to move more easily between the two protected areas and 
adapt to climate change, and providing benefits such as carbon se-
questration and natural flood management. 

• Work with landholders and others to improve the area’s declining 
water quality and create thriving local rivers.

• Provide more and better recreational and engagement opportu-
nities for local communities to enjoy and feel connected with the 
unique landscapes in the area.

• Care for and enhance the character and quality of the landscape, 
which provides the fabric and context for these activities. 



Contributing Projects
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Somer Valley Rediscovered: a strategic green infrastructure project led by Bath 
& North East Somerset (B&NES) Council, which aims to promote better access 
to greenspace, restore habitats, and improve health and wellbeing in the Somer 
Valley (including Radstock, Midsomer Norton and Westfield, the large villages 
of Paulton and Peasedown St John, and surrounding countryside and smaller 
villages). 

River Chew Catchment Project: A partnership, led by BART and including the 
EA, Bristol Water and B&NES Council, that aims to improve the River Chew for 
the benefit of people by delivering a mosaic of projects in the catchment. These 
include riparian enhancements, tree planting and pond creation, as well as 
engaging local communities and schools to also take action to protect our rivers. 

Wellow and Cam Initiative: Bristol Avon Rivers Trust (BART) are leading work 
to improve the health of the Cam and Wellow Catchment, which has poor 
water quality according to local measurements. This will include working with 
landowners to identify opportunities for river restoration and riparian habitat 
creation along the Cam and Wellow brooks. 

West of England B-Lines: Avon Wildlife Trust are leading work with partners and 
landholders to create B-Lines in the West of England: wide strips of permanent 
wildflower-rich habitats that link existing wildlife areas together to create a 
network through which pollinators can travel. One of these B-Lines travels 
through the area of Limestone Link. 



Next Steps

Mapping and evidence: We will work in partnership to 
map out what is being done in the area in more detail, and 
identify key opportunities for nature’s recovery based on 
existing evidence such as Nature Recovery Network mapping, 
woodland opportunity mapping, and opportunities to improve 
the freshwater environment. Additionally, we will identify 
flagship species in the area that would benefit from the 
Limestone Link. 

Engagement: Landowner and community engagement 
is critical. We will, therefore, explore opportunities to 
develop ‘farmer clusters’ in the area, as well as enabling 
local communities to develop ideas for improving the local 
environment. 

Investment opportunities: There are a number of 
opportunities for investment in the aforementioned projects 
that the existing partnership will pursue, including how we 
can utilise existing funding sources such as Trees for Climate 
and the Bristol Avon Catchment Market. Additionally, we will 
work with the wider ‘Big Chalk’ partnership to explore how the 
Limestone Link can act as a national exemplar for connecting 
calcareous landscapes between protected landscapes. 

Accessing public and regulatory funding: We will embed the 
vision for the Limestone Link within the forthcoming Local 
Nature Recovery Strategy for the West of England, which will 
target Environmental Land Management (ELM) Scheme and 
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) funding.

We have identified the following ‘next steps’ to accelerate action 
towards our vision for the Limestone Link: 
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